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" Comme une mer sa houle,
Quand sur le globe on d^roule
Comme un serpent, et quand on roule
De 1'occident a 1'onent!"
But the Ganges has billows and cyclones, more terrible
than the storms of the European river! The Ganges
winds like a serpent through the most poetic countries in
the world! And the Ganges flows from west to east!
But it is in no ordinary range of hills that it takes its
source! It flows from the highest chain in the globe, from
the mountains of Thibet, and dashes down, absorbing all
its tributaries on the way. It is among the Himalayas
themselves that it springs into being.
When we looked out the next morning, the 23rd of May,
the rising sun was shining on the sheet of water spread out
before our eyes. Several alligators of great size lay on the
white sand, as if drinking in the early sunlight Motionless,
they were turned towards the radiant orb, as if they had
been the most faithful votaries of Brahma. But the sight
of several corpses floating by aroused them from their
adoration.
It is said that these bodies float on the back
when they are men, and on the chest when they are
women, but from personal observation I can state that
there is no truth in this statement. In a moment the
monsters had darted on the prey, daily furnished to them